One hundred and eight ears of middle ear cholesteatoma in children (under 16 years) operated on for the first time were analyzed in terms of operative findings and postoperative course , and the following results were obtained.
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1) The ratio of male cases to female ones was nearly 4. This suggests a higher incidence of cholesteatoma in boys than in girls.
2) The cholesteatoma spread into the middle ear cleft in more than half of the cases.
3) Postoperative cholesteatoma occurred more frequently in children than in adults, especially in cases of tympanic reconstruction. 
